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WHAT IS THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME?
The IB Diploma Programme is designed as
an academically challenging and balanced
program of education with final examinations that prepares students for success in
university and life beyond.
Since the late 1960’s, the program has
•

•
•
•

•

provided a package of education that
balances subject breadth and depth,
and considers the nature of knowledge
across disciplines through the unique
theory of knowledge course
encouraged international-mindedness,
starting with the foundation in their own
language and culture
developed a positive attitude to learning that prepares students for university
education
gained a reputation for its rigorous external assessment with published global
standards, welcomed by universities
worldwide
emphasized the development of the
whole student- physically, intellectually,
emotionally, and ethically

The Village
School

The IB Diploma Programme distinguishes itself
with the additional three core requirements that
are included to challenge students to apply their
knowledge and understanding.
•

•

•

The Extended Essay requires students to
engage in independent research with an indepth study of a question relating to one of
their core subjects.
Theory of Knowledge is a course designed
to encourage each student to reflect on the
nature of knowledge by critically examining
different ways of knowing and different kinds
of knowledge.
Creativity, Action, Service requires that students actively learn from the experience of
doing real tasks beyond the classroom.

What are the advantages of taking an IB curriculum?
Students who complete this program are preparing, not only for success in college, but for success
in life. Students gain a broader world view; follow in-depth approaches to the academic disciplines;
and develop time management, problem-solving, research, and organizational skills that will remain
with them long after the IB experience is over.

IB FAQ’s

What is the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme?
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is an internationally recognized curriculum that offers 11th and 12th grade students an opportunity to earn the IB diploma. To earn the IB
diploma, students complete and test in six IB subjects; write a 4000 word Extended Essay of independent research guided by a faculty mentor, complete a program of Creativity, Action, and Service activities (CAS); and participate in a critical thinking course called Theory of Knowledge. This
advanced, comprehensive program of study offers an integrated approach to learning across the
disciplines with an emphasis on meeting the challenges of living and working in a global, technological society. Students who take IB courses without completing the entire program may earn IB
certificates by testing in selected IB courses.

How is the IB different from AP?
The IB programme is a comprehensive curriculum that requires students to demonstrate knowledge
and skills through both in-class and outside assessments in six academic areas. Schools that offer
IB must be prepared to offer the total program upon initial implementation. AP, on the other hand,
permits schools to pick and choose from over 30 offerings. While neither program is better than the
other, they each have different aims. Students whose main goal is preparation for either a career
with an international perspective or college in another country may prefer IB because of its recognition at overseas universities. Also, IB diploma students who plan to attend selective colleges may
receive preferential admissions consideration and/or college credit for satisfactory IB exam scores.

How do IB courses compare to other high school courses?
IB courses are in a word, rigorous. Courses are designed for highly motivated students seeking extra
challenges and involvement in their education beyond a typical high school classroom and curriculum.
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